Step up to the challenge with CSTEP!

CSTEP: Collegiate Science and Technology Entry Program

http://cstepatbmcc.blogspot.com
With CSTEP you have a choice of ways in which to participate in research, develop your skills as a student, get information about careers and apply for internships.

Basic CSTEP Membership

The Basic membership is for students who want to be informed about career choices, employment opportunities, and participate in field trips to local conferences and/or educational institutions, but who do not have the time to dedicate to a research project.  It is the perfect membership if you want to try out CSTEP.  Students with Basic CSTEP membership participate in CSTEP workshops held on Wednesdays during BMCC Club Hours, apply for internships and participate in CSTEP field trips.  Basic CSTEP students may receive a small stipend for participation in workshops.

Research CSTEP Membership

Research CSTEP students participate in a one-to-one research project with a mentor from the BMCC faculty.  The mentor and the student agree on a research project, and the student dedicates from 5-10 hours a week on the project.  The student and the mentor meet on a regular basis through the semester.  We have faculty mentors from the departments of Computer Information Systems (CIS), Math, Nursing and Science.  Every Research CSTEP student gives an oral presentation of his/her project at the end of the semester.  In March, Research CSTEP students participate in the BMCC Scholars Day poster presentation.  After the end of each semester, if all research and presentation requirements have been completed, Research CSTEP students receive a stipend.

How to become a CSTEP student

Fill out an application.  Make sure you indicate what type(s) of membership you are interested in.  If you have already spoken to a professor, indicate his/her name as your preferred mentor.  For a Basic membership you do not need a mentor.

Requirements for Basic CSTEP Membership
1) Be a member of an underrepresented minority (African American, Hispanic or American Indian) OR qualify by economic guidelines.  Please see the application for a table with the economic guidelines for the 2006-2007 academic year.

2) Be a full-time (12 credits), degree-seeking student at BMCC
3) Maintain at least a 3.00 GPA

4) Have lived in the state of New York for at least one year (be a resident of NY State)

5) Have a valid e-mail address

6) Participate in at least four bi-weekly CSTEP workshops  each semester (apply for internships presented at these workshops).
Requirements for Research CSTEP Membership

1) Qualify for a Basic CSTEP Membership

2) Commit to spend from 5-10 hours a week working on a Research Project with an individual CSTEP Mentor from the BMCC faculty or staff

3) E-mail the CSTEP coordinator a 1-paragraph description or progress report of your project each semester

4) Give an oral PowerPoint presentation at the end of each semester, and a Poster presentation at BMCC Scholars Day, in March

Requirements for CSTEP recommendation to the SCTEP Summer Program

1) Qualify for a CSTEP Basic or Research membership

2) Maintain a GPA of at least 3.0

3) Commit to dedicate yourself full-time to the Summer Program

Opportunities Through CSTEP

CSTEP Student Conference

Some Research CSTEP students will be selected to represent BMCC at the statewide CSTEP Student Conference in Troy, New York every April.  The conference runs for a week-end (from Friday to Sunday), and has many opportunities for networking with students, administrators and faculty from colleges, universities and research institutions.  At the Conference students will compete in several Science and Technology categories. 

Summer Internships and Scholarships Outside BMCC

Find out about paid (and non/paid) summer internships and scholarships.  Through CSTEP BMCC students have participated in internships at Brookhaven National Laboratories, Clarkson University, Tufts University, Vassar College and SUNY State College of Optometry

BMCC CSTEP Summer Program
The BMCC CSTEP Summer Program will run for the first time in Summer 2008.  Stay tuned for an exciting opportunity to learn useful scientific skills and earn a stipend.

Science Bowls

In collaboration with the Science Out of the Box Club, BMCC CSTEP runs Science Bowl competitions for cash and prizes.  

Field Trips

CSTEP and Science Out of the Box Club have collaborated on  field trips to the Bodies Museum, the Science Liberty Museum, Brookhaven National Laboratories, and visits to other campuses like City College and Long Island University.
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 CSTEP APPLICATION
Collegiate Science and Technology Entry Program

http://cstepatbmcc.blogspot.com
Please indicate your desired level(s) of membership

Basic Membership____________ (participate in workshops, apply for internships)
Research Membership_____________ (basic membership + perform research project with mentor)
Recommendation to CSTEP Summer Program (yes/no)________________

About You

Today’s date ______________________________

Name (last, first)________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ Telephone ___________________________________

e-mail Address________________________________________________ (required, please write clearly!)

Social Security number___________________________________           Sex _________________                                                  

Date of Birth___________________Country _____________________ City_______________________

U.S. Citizen___________

Permanent Resident Alien _________________   If yes, Registration #____________________________

Please attach a copy of your Permanent Residence Card (Green Card)

International Student_______

Are you a New York State resident? _________  Are you seeking a degree at BMCC?________ 
Are you a full-time student at BMCC? ________(registered for at least 12 credits this semester)

How many credits have you taken so far?_________ Cumulative GPA __________
Major_________________________

Ethnicity (please select one of the following)

_____ African American* 





_____Asian/Pacific Islander

______Hispanic/Latino





_____White

_____Native American Indian/Alaskan Native


_____Other

*Includes African, Caribbean, or any individual of African descent

Name of your mentor (if you have one already)______________________________________________
or, name any professors you would like to work with ________________________________________

Underrepresented CSTEP minority? _________  If  your answer is “Yes”, please continue to “Name of Contact Person”

Only persons who identify themselves as African Americans, Hispanics or Native Americans/Alaskans qualify as underrepresented minorities for CSTEP purposes.  

If your answer to the previous question was “No” (if you do not belong to an underrepresented CSTEP minority), you may still qualify for CSTEP through economic or other eligibility, to find out, please go to page 6: Economic Eligibility.

Name of contact person____________________________Relationship to you______________________

Address of contact person_________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone _______________________________

Please list any introductory science, math or computer courses you have taken

___________________________________________________________________________

Do you intend to pursue further studies after you graduate from BMCC?______________________

What is your intended profession?_______________________________________________________

What colleges/universities or other are you considering applying for? 

___________________________________________________________________________________

Have you participated in CSTEP before?___________


if yes, what year(s) and at which college?_____________________________________________

Have you participated in STEP (in high school)?___________

If yes, what year(s), at which high school, and what college or university sponsored the program? _______________________________________________________________________

Have you participated in other opportunity programs (EOP, HEOP, SEEK, College Discovery)?

If yes, which ones?_______________________________________________________________

Please list professions or careers you would like to learn more about: ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Select your three favorite subject areas, with (1) being your most preferred: 

______biology


______engineering

______physics
______chemistry


______math

______ allied health (paramedic, RTT)

______computer science

______nursing

other (you tell us) _________________________
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Please return the completed application along with any supplementary documents to Prof. Jayant, the CSTEP coordinator at BMCC, in office N652.  If she is not in her office you can slide it under the door.

For questions, contact Prof. Jayant at ljayant@bmcc.cuny.edu , or rscfeej@yahoo.com Office tel. (212) 220-8000 ext 5276.

Economic Eligibility

This section only has to be filled out by students who do not identify themselves as belonging to an underrepresented minority .   

If you determine that you do qualify for CSTEP through economic eligibility, don’t forget to return to page 4 and fill out the rest of the application!

Economic eligibility must be evaluated and documented by the CSTEP coordinator. 

Please provide a copy of the appropriate documentation (tax return, etc) along with your completed application.  

For Economic Eligibility please provide the following information:

Annual income  ________________ (adjusted gross income on the 1040 tax form)

Number of persons in household_________

Number of persons employed___________

Economic Eligibility Criteria for First-Time CSTEP Students
New York State Opportunity Programs

Income Eligibility Criteria

2008-09 through 2010-11

	Number of Dependents
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-11

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7
	$15,140

$20,390

$25,650

$30,900

$36,150

$41,410

$46,660¹
	$15,590

$21,000

$26,420

$31,830

$37,240

$42,650

$48,060²
	$16,060

$21,630

$27,210

$32,790

$38,360

$43,960

$49,500³

	This add-on allowance cannot be combined with the add-on amount shown below


	Add $5,250 for two workers or for one worker as sole support of a one-parent family*
	Add $5,410 for two workers or for one worker as sole support of a one-parent family*
	Add $5,570 for two workers or for one worker as sole support of a one-parent family*

	This add-on allowance cannot be combined with the add-on amount shown above
	Add $2,630 for a household supported by one member working two or more jobs at the same time.
	Add $2,710 for a household supported by one member working two or more jobs at the same time.
	Add $2,790 for a household supported by one member working two or more jobs at the same time.


¹ Add $5,250 for each family member in excess of 7.      ² Add $5,410 for each family member in excess of 7.

³ Add $5,570 for each family member in excess of 7.

* The amount shown for this add-on allowance includes a circumstance where one parent is working one or more jobs.   

 Note:  
Income refers to all taxable and nontaxable funds received for support of the household in the calendar year prior to the academic year for which participation is sought.  Household members include all individuals living therein who are dependent upon that income.
                   

For the purpose of CSTEP, an independent student:
 
                                    1. is 24 years of age or older by December 31st of the academic year for which the participant is seeking acceptance into CSTEP; or
 
                                    2. is an orphan or ward of the court; or
 
            3.     is a veteran of the Armed Forces of the United States, who has engaged in active duty in the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, or Coast Guard, and who was released under a condition other than dishonorable; or
 
                                    4. is a married individual; or
 
                                    5. has legal dependents other than a spouse; or
 
                        6. is a student for whom an opportunity program and financial aid administrator have made a satisfactorily documented determination of independence by reason of other extraordinary circumstances.
Exceptions
 
            Reference to the family income scale need not be made if the student falls into one of the following categories, and documentation is available:
 
                        A.        The student's family is the recipient of: (1) Family Assistance Program Aid; or (2) Safety Net Assistance through the New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, or a county department of social services; or (3) family day care payments through New York State Office of Children and Family Services Assistance, or a county department of social services; or
 
                        B.        The student is living with foster parents who do not provide support for college, and no monies are provided from the natural parents; or
 
                        C.        The student is a ward of the State or a county; or
 
                        D.        The student is enrolled or was enrolled in a State Sponsored Opportunity     Program (i.e., EOP, HEOP, SEEK, College Discovery).  See Attachment IV for sample form which documents transfers from opportunity programs.

Eligibility based on the previous criteria must be evaluated and documented by the CSTEP coordinator.  Please provide a copy of the appropriate documentation (tax return, etc) along with your completed application.  


CSTEP Conditions of Participation:





1) CSTEP  research students meet with their mentors on a regular basis and work on their CSTEP projects between 5 and 10 hours a week.





2) CSTEP workshops are open to all CSTEP students.  CSTEP students who are not doing a research project must participate in least 4 CSTEP workshops a  semester.





3) CSTEP research students must e-mail a 1-paragraph description of their project to the CSTEP coordinator.  This description should be approved by the mentor.





4) CSTEP research students must give a short oral PowerPoint presentation at the end of the semester.





5) CSTEP students give permission to have their picture(s) posted on the CSTEP website.





5) To receive a CSTEP stipend, students cannot be employees paid through the CUNY Research Foundation (tutors, research assistants, etc.)  Please contact Prof. van Loon if you are a tutor, of if you are paid in any way through the CUNY Research Foundation.  Stipend amounts depend on availability and the extent of student participation.  Not all CSTEP students will receive a stipend.








I agree to the above requirements, and agree to fully participate in the Collegiate Science and Technology Entry Program (CSTEP) at the Borough of Manhattan Community College.








__________________________________________________________   _______________________


signature								date











BMCC-CSTEP is funded by a grant from the New York State Education Department.	


	


The personal information requested in the application is needed for school documentation, reporting to the New York State Education Department, to process eventual stipends, and for CSTEP-sponsored trips.  
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